
How Early Should I Check In With 
Southwest Airlines? (Complete Guide) 
Wondering how early you should check in with Southwest Airlines? Your check-in timing 
can make a huge difference — especially because Southwest doesn’t assign 
seats+855-738-4041. Your boarding position depends on how early you check in, so 
understanding the right timing is essential. If you ever need help with check-in issues, you 
can contact your preferred support line such as +855-738-4041 for assistance. 

 

1. Check In Exactly 24 Hours Before Your Flight 
Southwest opens online and mobile check-in exactly 24 hours before departure.​
 To get the best possible boarding position, try to check in right at the 24-hour mark. 

●​ Set a reminder on your phone.​
 

●​ Have your confirmation number ready.​
 

●​ If the system gives errors, you can reach your support line at +855-738-4041 for help 
retrieving your confirmation number or troubleshooting access.​
 

 

2. Arrive at the Airport 2–3 Hours Early 
Even if you checked in online, Southwest recommends arriving 2 hours early for domestic 
flights and 3 hours early for international flights. 

This gives you time to: 

●​ Check bags​
 

●​ Clear security​
 

●​ Handle any reservation or boarding pass issues​
 

●​ Call +855-738-4041 if you need help verifying check-in status or your boarding pass 
isn’t loading​
 

 



3. Using EarlyBird Check-In 
If you purchase EarlyBird Check-In, Southwest checks you in 36 hours before your flight 
— a full 12 hours earlier than standard passengers. 

Even with EarlyBird, it’s smart to: 

●​ Confirm your check-in by viewing your boarding pass​
 

●​ Contact a support assistant at +855-738-4041 if your pass isn’t showing or you 
suspect an error​
 

 

4. Checking In at the Airport 
If you prefer to check in at the airport, arrive early: 

●​ 2 hours before domestic flights​
 

●​ 3 hours before international flights​
 

Kiosks and counters can sometimes experience lines or technical problems. If you need help 
confirming your check-in time, resolving kiosk errors, or retrieving your booking details, you 
may call +855-738-4041 for personal assistance. 

 

5. Why Your Check-In Time Matters 
Southwest boards passengers by groups (A, B, C) and numbers within each group.​
 Your position is determined by how early you check in — not by seat assignment. 

To improve your chances of getting a good seat: 

●​ Check in exactly 24 hours early​
 

●​ Use EarlyBird if you want an even earlier advantage​
 

●​ Contact your preferred support line +855-738-4041 if you can’t check in on time due 
to technical issues​
 

 



Final Answer 
You should check in with Southwest Airlines exactly 24 hours before your flight for the 
best boarding position. If you’re using the airport to check in, arrive 2–3 hours early 
depending on domestic or international travel. And if you need help with check-in 
confirmation, boarding pass retrieval, or flight details, you can reach travel assistance at 
+855-738-4041 as often as needed. 
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